
Victory Over Satan Assured
By John A. Hash 

“Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His
might.  Put on the whole armour of God, that

you may be able to (successfully) stand against
(all) the wiles (strategies, strength, and deceits)

of the devil.  For we wrestle … against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
(the master spirits) of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness … Therefore put on
the whole armour of God, that you may be able

to withstand in the evil day (when you are
tempted).”  Ephesians 6:10-13.

e sus’ vic tory over Sa tan dur ing His 40 days in the wil -
der ness was ac com plished as He quoted Scrip ture. 
And He re minds us that we shall not live (vic to ri ously) 
by bread alone (phys i cal needs that sup ply phys i cal

strength), but by Ev ery Word that pro ceeds out of the
mouth of God (Mat thew 4:4).  “Ev ery Word” be gins in
Gen e sis.

Ev ery piece of the ar mour of God is the Word of God. 
Never is there a time when the Chris tian sol dier can put
aside his ar mour and say: “The bat tle is won.”  We are to
fight the good fight of faith (1 Tim o thy 6:12), and faith co -
mes by hear ing (read ing) the Word of God (Romans
10:17).  The Word of God is liv ing and pow er ful …a
discerner of the thoughts and in tents of the heart (He -
brews 4:12).  It is God (through His Word) who works in
you both to will and to do of His good plea sure
(Philippians 2:13).

We over come in the great con flict with un be lief, world -
li ness, and im mo ral ity as the sol dier of Christ puts on the
whole ar mour of God (Ephe sians 6:11).  Fur ther more, there 
are no al ter na tives, no sub sti tutes.  Col lege de grees, the ol -

ogy, and psy chol ogy are all pow er less to pre pare the sol dier 
for spir i tual war fare.  It is fu tile to put on only half the ar -
mour, for Sa tan and his wiles are sure to aim his fi ery darts
at the most vul ner a ble spot (6:16). We’re all in clined to for -
tify our selves against cer tain se lected sins and ne glect the
ar eas in which we think of our selves as most se cure.  Bu the 
Lord warns: Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall (1 Co rin thi ans 10:12).  God knows all the en emy forces
that we face, and He knows our weak nesses and has pro -
vided full pro tec tion and com plete ar mour for us to be vic -
to ri ous —  more than con quer ors through Him who loved
us (Romans 8:37).

Verse 10:  Be strong in the Lord

These are the same words that God spoke to Joshua:
Be strong.  Joshua was able to con quer all the Prom ised
Land in just seven years.  His se cret of strength is pointed
out in Joshua 1:8: This Book of the Law shall not de part
out of your mouth; but you shall med i tate therein day
and night, that you may ob serve to do ac cord ing to ALL
THAT IS WRITTEN therein: then you shall make your
way pros per ous, and then you shall have good suc cess.

To re move all pos si ble doubt that this is the key to
Joshua’s strength, fol low ing his seven years of vic to ries
and to tal con quest of the Prom ised Land from north to
sought, east to west, we read, he left noth ing un done of all
that the Lord com manded  (11:15).   

In the power of His might

To be over come by sin is a faith fail ure, and faith com -
eth by hear ing, and hear ing by the Word of God (Romans
10:17).  Pray as Da vid did.  Open my eyes, that I may be -
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hold won drous things out of your 
Law (Psalm 119:18).   

Verse 11:  Put on the whole
ar mour of God

We are not re quired to, nor
can we pro vide, our ar mour, but
merely to put it on.  Its ef fec tive -
ness de pends en tirely upon the
One who made it – God.  And the 
whole ar mour of God is es sen tial 
for victory.

Stand against the wiles 
of the devil

The great pur pose of Sa tan is 
to de stroy our re la tion ship and
loy alty to Christ and to make us
in ef fec tive as sol diers of Christ. 
Sa tan is real, and un seen sa tanic
forces around us are seek ing to
dis cour age and then to de feat ev -
ery Chris tian.  Sa tan is seek ing
whom he may de vour (1 Pe ter
5:8).  But God, through His
Word, has made avail able to ev -
ery Chris tian ev ery thing nec es -
sary to be an overcomer.

Verse 12:  For we wres tle not
against flesh and blood

Our con flict may ap pear to
be with men, or ga ni za tions,
laws, and other ob sta cles that
seek to hin der our Chris tian ac -
tiv i ties.  But in re al ity, be hind all
op po si tion to the Gos pel is Sa tan
- his prin ci pal i ties and pow ers,
and un seen rul ers of dark ness. 
This dark ness is the re sult of sa -
tanic ef forts to per vert the truth
using human reasoning.

Christ is above all prin ci pal -
ity, and power, and might (Ephe -
sians 1:21).  And He that is in
you is greater than he that is in
the world (1 John 4:4).  The nor -
mal Chris tian life is one of con -
tin ual vic tory over sa tanic
as saults.  Within our heart, there
is a de sire for the lust of the flesh,
and the lust of the eyes, and the
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pride of life (1 John 2:15-17).  How ever, we are not de -
fense less against the enemy.

Verse 13:  Put on the whole ar mour of God, that you
may be able to with stand in the evil day

The evil day of temp ta tion will come but at a time
when we least ex pect it.

and hav ing done all, to stand.  Stand.

The com mand to be strong in the Lord is di rectly as so -
ci ated with our hav ing done all.

The Is ra el ites’ con quest of the Prom ised Land il lus -
trates the true mean ing of these com mands.  God said to
Joshua: Arise, go over Jor dan …Be strong and of good
cour age …that you may ob serve to do ac cord ing to all
that is writ ten …that you may pros per whithersoever you
go (Joshua 1:1-9).  And their his tory il lus trates that con -
quest of the land be came a re al ity when they were obe di ent 
to His Word.  And wher ever there were fail ures, it was a di -
rect re sult of ignoring His Word.

Verse 14: Hav ing your loins girt about with truth

This gir dle, a belt, was of ten made of linen, wide
enough for sev eral folds that could carry valu ables around
the waist.  Such is the Word of God, wrapped around us,
(Ephe sians 2:2-3).  But now be re newed in the spirit of
your mind …put on the new life, which was cre ated ac -
cord ing to God in righteousness and true ho li ness
(4:23-24).

Ephe sians teaches us that we are in a bat tle, not against 
phys i cal forces, but against spir i tual ones.  It can be
termed: “The Chris tian’s guide to spir i tual war fare,” for it
de fines our ar mor, our bat tle plan, and our only weapon -
God’s Word em pow ered by the Holy Spirit.  

In con trast to those who walk in the new ness of life in
Christ are those of the world who walk in the van ity of
their mind, hav ing their un der stand ing dark ened, be ing
alien ated from the life of God  (4:17-18).

Paul made a strong ap peal for sep a ra tion from works
of dark ness (5:11) - warn ing that no whoremonger (per son
prac tic ing sex ual sins), nor un clean per son (im pure in
thought or in life), or one who is cov et ous (who has lust ful
de sire for the prop erty of oth ers and is greedy for gain - in
ef fect an idol a ter) has any in her i tance in the King dom of
Christ and of God (5:5).  

At the close of the book, Paul en cour ages us to pre pare 
for spir i tual war fare by putt ing on the whole ar mor of
God, re veal ing how vi tal the knowl edge of God’s Word is
to over come all the fi ery darts of the wicked (6:11-17).

Pray ing al ways …for all saints Ephe sians 6:18.

Taken from “Bible Pathway”

Ed i tor’s Note:  Re al iza tion of the same – should make ‘us’
shut ter!  Sa tan is out to “kill you & me”!  “The thief does
not come ex cept to steal, and to kill, and to de stroy.  I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it
more abun dantly.”  John 10:10.

Pu rify Your Souls

“See ing ye have pu ri fied your souls in your obe -
di ence to the truth unto un feigned love of the
breth ren, love one an other from the heart fer -

vently”  (1 Pe ter 1:22)

PURIFY your souls!
Yes, that is needed.  How un clean is not the soul which

we carry in our bosom.  Ego ism, love of self, van ity, a pen -
chant for crit i cism, envy, im mo ral ity.  What a bot tom less
and bound less sea of un clean thoughts and fan ta sies there
is in the human soul!  

Many pay no at ten tion to the un clean ness, and let it
pass.

Oth ers have taken up the bat tle.  They suf fer un der all
this un clean ness.  They are re pul sive even to them selves. 
Of ten times they are at the brink of de spair, for all seems
vain, re gard less of how hard they strug gle.  It is like fight -
ing with a chim ney-sweep; the more you fight, the dirt ier
you be come.  Pe ter knew this, and shows us another way.

Pu rify your souls by love of the breth ren, he says.  The
un clean con tent of our souls can not be at tacked di rectly. 
To get the air out of a glass is a very dif fi cult task if I con -
cern my self di rectly with the air in the glass.  But if I fill the 
glass with wa ter, the air will be forced out very easily.

We can not drive the im pure thoughts and fan cies out
of our hearts by at tack ing them di rectly.  The apos tle says
that we should fill our hearts with a new con tent; then our
evil thoughts will be com pelled to evac u ate.

Con fess your im pure thoughts to God.  Then lis ten to
His words: The blood of Je sus Christ, the Son of God,
cleanses us from all sin.  Thus you be come clean be fore
God.

Then pro ceed in will ing and self-sac ri fic ing love to
serve all with whom you as so ci ate and you will no tice that
your soul will be come filled with pure and fer vent
thoughts to ward those to whom you are show ing kind ness.  
This is the most cer tain an ti dote for im pure thinking.

Do not be dis mayed if you find that you fall back at
times.  Re mem ber Him who said: “They that are in health
have no need of a phy si cian, but they that are sick.”

Taken from God’s Word For Today by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1937, Special Permission granted by

Augsburg Publishing



Praise God Anyhow
By Pas tor Tony Scheving

“There fore let us of fer the sac ri fice of praise to
God con tin u ally.”  (Heb 13:15)

There are thou sands of lan guages and di a lects in this
world, but there is one word that is the same no mat ter
what the lan guage.  It’s the word ‘Hal le lu jah’, which
speaks of prais ing God our Cre ator.  The Old Tes ta ment of 
our Bi ble was orig i nally writ ten in He brew, and Hal le lu -
jah is a He brew word for ‘praise God.’  “hallel” means
praise, and “jah” means Je ho vah.  Now it’s one thing to
praise God dur ing the good times of life, but the verse
above speaks of a ‘sac ri fice of praise.’   We know what it
means to have to sac ri fice, or to make a sac ri fice.  It means 
to be put out, or do some thing when it’s dif fi cult.  Well, the 
Bi ble tells us to still praise God when we’ve been put out
or let down.  This is a sacrifice of praise.

The Re quire ment

I’ve been to the tomb of George Han del in Lon don’s
West min ster Ca the dral.  When Han del was writ ing his fa -
mous “Mes siah”, he be came so en grossed in his work, that
he bar ri caded him self in his room sel dom eat ing or sleep ing 
for 23 days, sob bing as he com posed.  As he was writ ing the 
Hal le lu jah cho rus he said, “heaven came down and the
great God Him self.”  Most peo ple would n’t un der stand
this.  In fact, back in the days of Je sus, the re li gious clergy
did n’t get it.  When Christ made His tri um phant en try into
Je ru sa lem, the cler gy men or dered Je sus to com mand the
peo ple to stop prais ing Him.  Je sus said, “I tell you that, if
these should hold their peace, the stones would im me di -
ately cry out” (Luke 19:40).  Think about that!  Imag ine the 
sound of praise com ing out of rocks.  Our Cre ator meant
what He said here.  God must be praised!  It is a re quire ment 
of man and na ture.  The Bi ble even says, “Surely the wrath
of man shall praise thee” (Ps. 76:10).  God will some how
even get glory out of the folly of the hea then.  Now the truth 
here is this: Chris tian peo ple need to be care ful about be ing
‘se lec tive; in our thanks and praise to God.  God is good
whether life is kind or not.  The Bi ble says, “be in stant in
sea son, out of sea son.”  The word ‘in stant’ means “stead -
fast or not fickle.”  To praise God any how, may hurt or cost
you some thing.  The Bi ble says, “Giv ing thanks al ways for
all things unto God and the Fa ther in the name of our Lord
Je sus Christ.” (Eph. 5:20).  If God wants us to do so re gard -
less, then ev i dently it is pos si ble.  He tells us to “re joice ev -
er more” (1 Thess. 5:16).

The Rea son

Why should we praise God any how?  In the gos pel of

Luke, chap ter 10, the dis ci ples were re joic ing be cause
they had power over demon spir its.  One chap ter ear lier,
the dis ci ples were em bar rassed when they were n’t able to
help a demon-pos sessed boy.  The cir cum stances of life
may change, but God is “the same yes ter day, and to day,
and for ever” (Heb. 13:8).  That means life will have emo -
tional moun tains as well as val ley, but God’s good ness
does n’t change.  My son and daugh ter-in-law re cently ex -
pe ri enced the frus tra tion of plan ning a wed ding, but later
felt the joy of a beau ti ful cer e mony.  Any mother knows
the ag ony of tra vail ing to give birth to a child, and also the
joy that fol lows af ter the de liv ery (John 16:21).  Cir cum -
stances change by the hour.  Pov erty can re place pros per -
ity and set backs can re place suc cess.  Bud health can
re place good health and per se cu tion can re place pop u lar -
ity.  John the apos tle knew the joy of see ing the glo ri fied
Je sus on the top of the Mount of Trans fig u ra tion (Mat thew 
17), but af ter wards knew the pain of slave la bor in a cop -
per mine on the is land of Patmos.  It was all within the will
of God as John re ceived the in cred i ble and fi nal book of
the Bi ble while ban ished to iso la tion.  God was still on the
throne and in con trol of His world.  The Bi ble tells us that
God, Will never leave thee, nor for sake thee.” (Heb. 13:5).  
We can praise God any how be cause He is al ways in con -
trol.  De cades ago, the Rus sians launched their first sat el -
lite into outer space.  The athe is tic com mu nist mag a zine
Krokidil boasted, “The uni verse is now un der new man -
age ment!”  Of course that is laugh able (Ps. 2:1-4).  There
is a sov er eign Cre ator in con trol of all the cir cum stances
of this uni verse and your life, so praise God any how.  (Ed -
i tor: That does not ‘mean’ that man cannot step out of the
‘will of God’, dis obey, re ject the ‘will of God’ and reap
what he sows!)

The Re ac tion

One of God’s faith ful mis sion ar ies, Allen Gar di ner,
ex pe ri enced many phys i cal dif fi cul ties and hard ships
through out his ser vice to the Sav ior.  De spite his trou bles,
he said, “While God gives strength, fail ure will not daunt
me.”  In 1851, at the age of 57, he died of dis ease and star -
va tion while serv ing on Picton Is land at the south ern tip of 
South Amer ica. When his body was found, his di ary lay
nearby.  It bore the re cord of hun ger, thirst, wounds, and
lone li ness.  The last en try in his lit tle book showed the
strug gle of his shak ing hand as he tried to write leg i bly.  It
read, “I am over whelmed with a sense of the good ness of
God.”  What a re ac tion to ad ver sity!  I also think of the
man Job in the Bi ble, who lost all his chil dren, wealth, and
health in a very short time.  Pic ture with me Job stand ing
over the 10 graves of his chil dren and say ing, “The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name
of the Lord” (Job 1:21).  Later on Job said, “Though he
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(God) slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15).  We
would call that ‘a sac ri fice of praise.’   Life is of ten lived
from peaks to low val leys and back again.  Jo seph went
from be ing the fa vored son, to slav ery, to be ing a fa vored
em ployee, to be ing falsely ac cused and sent to a dun geon.  
From there he be came the over seer of the Egyp tian em -
pire!  Mo ses went from be ing crit i cized by his peo ple to
be ing the hero who parted the Red Sea and brought de liv -
er ance.  Da vid went from be ing a gi ant kill ing na tional
hero, to be ing a fu gi tive, to be ing a king, to be ing over -
thrown by his own son.  On the day of Pen te cost, Pe ter
preached and re vival broke out.  A few weeks later, Pe ter
is beaten and thrown into jail.  Life can re ally be a roller
coaster.  Praise God any how!  God is still good if the cup -
boards are bare, the car is run ning lousy, the cred i tors are
call ing and your job is in jeopardy.  Instead of panicking,
or having a pity party, we need to offer up a sacrifice of
praise.

The Re sult

Psalm 107:22 “And let them sac ri fice the sac ri fices of
thanksgiving, and de clare his works with re joic ing.”
What hap pens when we “praise God any how?”  A few
months af ter Je sus as cended to heaven, the apos tles were
beaten by the Jew ish re li gious leader for preach ing the
gos pel.  How did they re spond?  The Bi ble says, “They de -
parted from the pres ence of the coun cil, re joic ing that they 
were counted wor thy to suf fer shame for his name” (Acts
5:41).  They praised God any how!  As a re sult, they had
the power of God work ing might ily in their lives (Acts
4:31).  Later on, Paul and Silas would be beaten and
thrown in jail.  In stead of hav ing a pity party, they praised
God (Acts 16:25), and God worked a mighty mir a cle for
them.  There is some thing pow er ful about prais ing God
even in the midst of tri als and ad ver sity.  Praise re leases
God’s power to work on our be half.  King Jehoshaphat
and the Jew ish peo ple were in an aw ful pre dic a ment in II
Chron i cles 20.  In stead of pan ick ing, they of fered up a
sac ri fice of praise and God worked a mighty de liv er ance
from their en emy.  God is able to bring about a ‘re ver sal’
in the midst of bad times if we would just re mem ber to
trust and praise Him (Ps. 107).  At times of de feat, sick -
ness, pov erty, death, lone li ness, per se cu tion, and weak -
ness, re mem ber to of fer up a sac ri fice of praise.  God is
still on His throne and the Bi ble says, “With out faith it is
im pos si ble to please Him” (Heb. 11:6).  On the morn ing
of Lin coln’s as sas si na tion, a crowd of fifty thou sand peo -
ple gath ered be fore the Stock Ex change Build ing in New
York.  Emo tions ran high and there was dan ger of a riot
pur su ing.  Just then, a well-built man in an of fi cer’s uni -
form stepped to the front of the bal cony, and in a voice that 
rang like a trum pet he cried, “Fel low cit i zens!  The Bi ble

says of God, “Jus tice and judg ment are the es tab lish ment
of His throne. Mercy and truth go be fore His face.’  Fel low 
cit i zens!  God reigns!  And the gov ern ment at Wash ing ton
still lives!”  In stantly, the tu mult was stilled, as the peo ple
grasped the truth of those no ble words.  The speaker was
Gen eral James A. Gar field, him self to become a
martyr-president sixteen years later.   God is still on His
throne no matter what happens, so praise God anyhow!

Faith for Life
Ed i tor’s Note:  AS ‘we’ con tinue to PRAY for ‘our’ be -
loved USA!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Making the World Conform to ISLAM
It is amaz ing how much in flu ence Mus lims have been

able to ex ert through out the West ern world.  While they
make up only a frac tion of the pop u la tion in the United
States, they have been gain ing le ver age in our society.

Is lam is now be ing taught in pub lic schools here in
Amer ica.  Stu dents are re quired to dress like Mus lims, use
Mus lim names, as well as pray and re cite verses from the
Qur’an.  Evan gel i cal Chris tian par ents and stu dents chal -
lenged such teach ing in the By ron Un ion School dis trict in 
Con tra Costa County, Cal i for nia.  How ever, the Ninth Cir -
cuit Court of Ap peals in San Fran cisco ruled that the
courses do not vi o late any laws.  The U. S. Su preme Court
re jected an ap peal on this case re cently, thus their
doctrination of our chil dren into Islam will continue.

Here is one of the Mus lim prayers that the school chil -
dren re cite: “In the name of Al lah, the Com pas sion ate, the
Mer ci ful.  Praise be to Al lah, Lord of Cre ation, The Com -
pas sion ate, the Mer ci ful, King of Judg ment day!  You
alone we wor ship, and to You alone we pray for help,
Guide us to the straight path.”  One need not won der how
the Ninth Cir cuit Court of Ap peals would have ruled had
the course been on Chris tian ity and had it in cluded
prayers in Je sus’ Name.

Selected              Likely year 2008
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The fu ture and suc cess of Amer ica is not in
this Con sti tu tion, but in the laws of God
upon which this Con sti tu tion is founded.

James Mad i son



All Things
“How shall he not with him also freely give us

all things?”   Rom. 8:23

A Chris tian may not have much in this world, but in
Je sus he has all things.  Pov erty may be caused, not by
lack of things, but by fail ure to use what we pos sess.  Je sus 
gives us all things, and gives them freely.

An old rag-picker was found on the streets of a city,
weak from ill ness.  Ev ery one thought he was pen ni less,
but a will was found af ter he died.  In court it was found
that he pos sessed $15,000 in cash, and prop erty val ued at
$30,000.  He lived a rag-picker, but he had pos ses sions
that would have made it pos si ble for him to live in com -
fort. (Ed i tor:  Re mem ber this value was many years ago!). 

There are Chris tians liv ing the same way.  Their spir i -
tual lives are weak, pov erty-stricken and de feated, and
many of them will die as pau pers.  Ev ery Chris tian does
not pos sess $45,000, but the unsearchable riches of Christ.  
All things are ours!  God has given us all things in the un -
speak able gift of Je sus, and He has blest us with ev ery
spir i tual bless ing in the heavenlies. 

Dear Lord, help us to yield our lives to Thee so that we 
are able to re ceive the gifts Thou hast for us.  In Je sus’
name.  Amen.

Joys are flow ing like a river, 
Since the Com forter has come; 
He abides with us for ever,
Makes the trust ing heart his home.
Bring ing life, and health and glad ness,
All around this heav enly Guest,
Ban ished un be lief and sad ness,
Changed our wea ri ness to rest.
Blessed qui et ness, holy qui et ness,
What as sur ance in my soul!
On the stormy sea, He speaks peace to me,
How the bil lows cease to roll!

Taken from the ‘family’ devotional book Altar Steps by
Pastor R. P. Haakonson.  It is available from the

Innermission for a suggested donation of $5.00 plus
$1.00 for shipping.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Wrong Use of God’s Name

In Pro fan ity ( and Slang - Ed i tor)

By W. Herschel Ford

It is one of the most com mon sins of the day.  This is a

curs ing age.  Men curse, women curse, and chil dren curse.  
They curse on the streets, on the job, in the home, at par -
ties, ev ery where.  This is a sad com men tary.

What earthly good does pro fan ity do?  A man has a
flat tire, and he curses the tire, but that does n’t put air into
the tire.

A man stum bles upon a chair in the dark, and he curses 
the chair, but that does n’t heal the bruise.

A man curses, be cause he loses a game he is play ing,
but his curs ing does n’t win the game.  There is ab so lutely
no re ward in pro fan ity.

One day I ap proached a man I know who was curs ing
a blue streak.  When he turned around and saw me, he said, 
“Ex cuse me, preacher.  I did n’t know you were pres ent.

I told him that I was not the one to whom he should
apol o gize.  He had taken the Lord’s name in vain, and he
should apol o gize to the Lord.  If it is wrong to curse when
the preacher hears you, it is wrong to curse any time.

Re mem ber that God hears you, wher ever you are and
what ever you say.  Your speech is an in dex to your char ac -
ter.  I lis ten to a man speak, and I know what he is.

If he speaks in pro fan ity, I know that his heart is sin -
ful.  Je sus said, “Out of the abun dance of the heart the
mouth speaketh” (Matt. 12:34).  Pure wa ter co mes out of a 
pure well; im pure wa ter, out of a pol luted well.  It is the
same with the heart.

Sam Jones, a great evan ge list of an other day, said,
“When I hear a man curs ing, I hold to my pock et book.  If
he will break one of God’s laws, he is likely to break an -
other.  If he will curse, he may steal.”

The Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note:  “Thou shalt not take the Name of the
LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him
guilt less that tak eth His Name in vain.”  What does this
mean?

An swer:  We should fear and love God so that we do not
curse, swear, con jure, lie, or de ceive, by His Name, but
call upon Him in ev ery time of need, and wor ship Him
with prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

Dr. Martin Luther’s SMALL CATECHISM

6

“To tal ab sti nence is con sid ered Vic to rian
and pu ri tan i cal.  We dis cuss what to do
about al co hol ism, but no body seems to

want to do much about al co hol.  And that
is sim ply a mat ter of try ing to mop up the
floor while you leave the fau cet run ning.”

Vance Havner
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Ed i to rial 
RES

God Al lows or Con trols??
“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of wa ter; He turns it wher -
ever He wishes.”  “Let ev ery soul be sub ject to the gov ern ing au thor i ties.  For there is no
au thor ity ex cept from God, and the au thor i ties that ex ist are ap pointed by God.”  (Prov erbs

21:1 & Romans 13:1)

God can even turn some thing bad into good!

WHEN a per son goes through a ‘dif fi cult’ time or ex pe -
ri ence, it is of ten stated that the LORD sent it my way!

Now keep in mind that ‘we’ live in a ‘sin ful world’ and
that many times these ‘un de sired pe ri ods of time’ are
not be cause of any di rect per son or sin; BUT be cause
we live in a ‘sin ful world’.  

For me per son ally there is a clear dis tinct dif fer ence be -
tween ‘sent’ and ‘al lowed’; al though they may be
closely re lated.

Quite fre quently when a per son ex presses con cern, in
re gards to the fu ture of our great USA, al most in ev i ta -
bly the con ver sa tion ends by some one stat ing, “Well,
God is in Con trol!”  Well most cer tainly God is the one
and only ONE who is ALMIGHTY and noth ing catches 
HIM by ac ci dent or sur prise.  When things are go ing
con trary to ‘god li ness, etc.’, do ‘we’ have the right to
in sin u ate that it is God’s fault, or is HE just ‘al low ing’
these things to hap pen?

You know even in Job’s life, as there was no godly man
on earth that com pared to him; GOD per mit ted Sa tan
to test him: he was not sent by God!

As evan gel i cal ‘be liev ers’ (sec ondly Lu ther ans), we
know we are to use Scrip ture to in ter pret Scrip ture.  If a
per son pulls one or more verses out of con text (likely to
prove that they are right) you can get the Bi ble to say al -
most any thing.  But Scrip ture never con tra dicts it self! 
The Bi ble is a Book of Ab so lutes and God is the Au -
thor thereof.  That does n’t mean that ‘we’ al ways un -
der stand ev ery thing cor rectly in the Bi ble by any
means; but the ba sic fun da men tals are crys tal clear – as
they are en light ened by the Holy Spirit.

Keep in mind ‘we’ are now dis cuss ing IF things are
sent/con trolled by God OR if He al lows/per mits them
to hap pen!  For ex am ple: JESUS cleansed the ‘Tem ple’
twice as we find in Holy Scrip tures.  Now He most cer -
tainly did not in tend the mis use of the Tem ple as He
clearly states that the tem ple is to be a ‘house of prayer’.  
In gen eral ‘to day’, the ‘church’ is con spic u ous by the
lack of the ‘prayer meet ing’.  “And He said to them, ‘It
is writ ten, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’

but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” Mat thew
21:13, Luke 19:46.

Now we need to come to ‘grips’ and ‘dis cuss’ where the
‘rub ber meets the road’.  Does God ‘al low’ OR ‘con trol’ 
all the de ci sions that we hu man be ings make – like
elect ing na tional lead ers??  Most cer tainly I want to
state ‘again’ that ‘noth ing’ catches God by sur prise or
ac ci dent!

Let me give you some ex am ples from God’s Holy Word 
the Bi ble:  When God mi rac u lously ‘clearly de liv ered’
the peo ple of Is rael from Pha raoh (Egypt), it then took
them 40 years in stead of app. 10 days be fore they
stepped on the soil that God had prom ised them.  The
chil dren of Is rael de cided that they wanted to be like
other coun tries, and wanted to be led by a ‘king’, named 
Saul.  Romans 12:2 is the cor rect an swer; BUT it is not
forced upon us, or is it?  YES Romans 12:2 is the an ti -
dote, but it is not ‘forced/con trolled upon us’; so is it
‘al lowed/per mit ted’ by God?  No tice what hap pened to
the ‘chil dren of Is rael’: “And He gave them their re -
quest, But sent lean ness into  their soul” Ps. 106:15.  

How about God call ing Jo nah to preach unto the folks at 
Ninevah? Or Nehemiah be ing called to re build the city
of Je ru sa lem that was in cap tiv ity?  Or the time when Je -
sus was an in fant and Jo seph was fore warned to flee for
‘their safety’.

YES nu mer ous times when the ‘un godly’ were in ‘lead -
er ship’; GOD would use them to hum ble or chas ten the
chil dren of Is rael who had for saken God’s Ways!  “If
My peo ple who are called by My name will hum ble
them selves, and pray and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will for give their sin and heal their
land” 2 Chron i cles 7:14. 

Even though God in His ‘foreknowlege’ tells ‘us’ what
the ‘church’ at large would be like to day: we know with
ab so lute clar ity that the luke warm church’ to day is de -
test able in His sight; YET in HIS mercy He seeks the
in di vid u als who make up this ‘church’ to re pent & re -
turn! Rev e la tion 3:14-22.

For fur ther dis cus sion and Bi ble Study “Does God Al -
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low OR Con trol”, please prayer fully read the fol low -
ing:

A Na tion = Prov erbs 14:34, Psalm 9:17, 33:12, 43:1 &
Isa iah 9:16, 26:2.

False Proph ets/Pas tors/Teach ers, etc. = Deu ter on omy
chap ter 18,  Mi cah 3:5, Jer e miah 14:14-15, 23:21, 32,
(read en tire chap ter 23 of Jer e miah),  Prov erbs 14:5,
Isa iah 56:10-11, Mat thew 24:11-13, 22-24, 15:14, Luke 
6:39, Romans 16:17-20, 2 Co rin thi ans 6:11-18, 11
Thessalonians 3:5-6, 13-15 & 11 Tim o thy 3 - en tire
chap ter.

Hal le lu iah, Praise ‘our’ GOD, What a Sav ior!: “’For I 
am the LORD, I do not change; There fore you are not
con sumed, O sons of Ja cob” Malachi 3:6.  “Je sus
Christ is the same yes ter day, to day, and for ever” He -
brews 13:8.

‘We’ are born as ‘in di vid u als’, eat as ‘in di vid u als’,
sleep as ‘in di vid u als’, sin as ‘in di vid u als’, die as ‘in di -
vid u als’ and are ac count able as an ‘in di vid ual’ unto
God.  But ‘in di vid u als’ make up a fam ily, com mu nity,
con gre ga tion, county, state and na tion, etc.  God did n’t
cre ate ‘us’ as pup pets!    Nei ther do ‘we’ have to sur ren -
der to ‘peer-pres sure’! “’Now there fore, fear the
LORD, serve Him in sin cer ity and in truth, and put away 
the gods which your fa thers served on the other side of
the River and in Egypt.  Serve the LORD!  “’And if it
seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for your -
selves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
which your fa thers served that were on the other side of
the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you 
dwell.  But as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD.’” Joshua 24:14-15.

Some say that GOD made ‘me’ or caused ‘me’ to do
such and such.  We as ‘in di vid u als’ like to lay at least
some of the blame on an other or cir cum stances, es pe -
cially when it co mes to SIN.  By na ture we are born as
at tor neys in jus ti fy ing our selves or ex cus ing our selves
– BUT GOD is not a ‘dic ta tor nor ty rant’!  James
1:12-27.

It seems to ‘me’ that when we in sist that GOD is in
‘con trol’ that it is so easy to make God re spon si ble for
ev ery situation; but to say that God ‘al lowed/per mit -
ted’ such and such is even more safely on Bib li cal
Ground.  I am not seek ing to cause any of lack of au -
thor ity to God what so ever; be cause HE only wants the
very best for you and me; both on this side of eter nity
and in eter nity!

God is HOLY and yet God in His ‘Ho li ness’ has en -
trusted to ‘man kind’ (even though man kind is de praved
and sin ful) a cer tain de gree of ‘free dom’ which does not 
in trude upon the Sov er eignty/Au thor ity (Con trol) of

God.  (For ex am ple: the mil len nium (1,000 year pe riod) 
is yet to take place.  No one will be in Heaven that does -
n’t want to be there!  When a per son ‘sins’, then who is
in con trol?  Not God!  

Are there times when ‘we’ should not obey the gov ern -
ment?  Yes, but only when the gov ern ment is forcing
‘us’ to dis obey God.   Je sus and His Apos tles/dis ci ples
never dis obeyed the gov ern ment for per sonal rea sons;
when they dis obeyed it was in or der to fol low God’s
stan dards (to day the BIBLE)!  IF such should be the
‘case’ to day, then ‘we’ must be ready to face the con se -
quences, as dis obe di ence to the same is not cheap!

Orig i nally, in the Gar den of Eden, Adam and Eve lived
in a sin-free at mo sphere; God still let man have a
‘free-choice’.  Most cer tainly GOD did not want Adam
and Eve to sin; but knew be fore the foun da tion of the
earth that they would and it would cost Him (God) a lot
(II Cor. 8:9), His Very Own Be loved SON – Ephe sians
1:4, John 17:24.

There is a clear ‘dis tinc tion’ be tween the fore know -
ledge of GOD and pre des ti na tion.

Ex am ple: As a par ent that ‘loves’ their child/chil dren,
you prob a bly told them don’t play with matches OR
touch the stove when it is hot; yet you foreknew that
likely the child/chil dren would ‘dis obey’ sooner or
later.  You see sin will take you fur ther, keep you lon ger, 
cost you more than you want to pay!  Romans 5:12,
6:23, Isa iah 1:18 & Rev. 3:20.  

GOD wants ‘all’ to be saved – trag i cally ‘many’ won’t! 
“’En ter by the nar row gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to de struc tion, and there are
many who go in by it.  Be cause nar row is the gate and
dif fi cult is the way which leads to life, and there are few
who find it” Mat thew 7:13-14.  

“There fore I ex hort first of all that sup pli ca tions,
prayers, in ter ces sions, and giv ing of thanks be made
for all men, for kings and all who are in au thor ity,
that we may lead a quiet and peace able life in all
god li ness and rev er ence.  For this is good and ac -
cept able in the sight of God our Sav ior, who de sires
(wills) all men to be saved and to come to the knowl -
edge of the truth” 1Timothy 2:1-4. 

ALWAYS keep in mind that GOD IS SOVERIEGN
and that there is NO ‘god’ equal or like unto HIM!

 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor 
are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 

For as the heav ens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways, And

My thoughts than your thoughts.”  Isa iah
55:8-9.      



From Our Fellowship Circle

Mrs. G. J. Aus tin, MN
En closed is a gift for the Morn ing Glory.  We ap pre ci ate
the good ar ti cles in it very much.  Will you please ex tend
the sub scrip tion to the Morn ing Glory for …on your sub -
scrip tion list.  Thanks much.

M. E. Radcliffe, IA
En closed is $... to help sup port the work of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion and pub lish ing the Morn -
ing Glory.

Thank you for your faith ful ness in print ing a Christ cen -
tered pub li ca tion.

J. M. Burnsville, MN
Thanks for keep ing em pha sis on the true Gos pel!

L. & S. T. De troit Lakes, MN
The mag a zine is won der ful es pe cially the last Ed i to rial,
SLEEP”.  We would like to be added to the sub scrip tion of 
the Morn ing Glory and also …

En closed please find a do na tion in the form of a check for
the amount of $.... for this faith min is try.

M. S. Blue Earth, MN
En closed is a check for $...

Please send me two cop ies of “Al tar Steps” and start send -
ing a copy of the Morn ing Glory pa per.  

Thank you and God’s bless ing on the con tin ued work of
the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion.

I am cur rently read ing the book ‘Hauge Move ment in
Amer ica’.  It is an old book of my Mother-in-law.  

Promoted to Prayer
By John Heie

Over the years I had al ways been heavily in volved in
church work, in a num ber of dif fer ent ca pac i ties.  With this,
I found my self in many pub lic set tings and meet ing rooms. 
I never gave any thought to room tem per a tures, un til God
sent a rare auto-im mune blood dis ease my way, called cold
ag glu ti nin.  In tem per a tures be low 78 de grees, anti-bod ies
in my blood at tack and de stroy my red blood cells, hereby
re duc ing my he mo glo bin count to po ten tially dan ger ous
lev els, and turn ing my ex trem i ties blue.  

For the last 16 years the daily ques tion I deal with is,
how cold is it go ing to be in this place, or that place?  This
has greatly cur tailed my abil ity to be in volved in church
work in re cent years.  I loved serv ing the Lord in church,
but He had some thing dif fer ent in mind.

One day a few years back, I was hav ing cof fee with my
as so ci ate pas tor.  I was n’t feel ing very pos i tive, so I said to
him, “I have been re duced to prayer.”  He smiled at me and
said,  “No, John, you have been pro moted to prayer.”   It
was a very mean ing ful mo ment for me.

While ac knowl edg ing the im por tance of do ing the ac -
tual hands-on work, God has helped me to see more clearly
that it is prayer that con nects us to the power source.  My
daily time with the Lord, and my var i ous prayer lists, are
pre cious to me.  And per haps I am more ef fec tive in His
king dom work than ev ery be fore, be cause He is the one
who has to build the church through His power, not mine. 
“Un less the Lord builds the house, its build ers la bor in
vain” Psalm 127:1.  — Used by per mis sion, “Faith and Fel -
low ship”

Ed i tor’s Note:  No doubt you who are on ‘pray ing ground’
are ex pe ri enc ing nu mer ous causes (in di vid u als/min is tries),
to pray for & thank GOD for; BUT it is so ap pre ci ated if
you will pray for this ‘min is try’; in all ar eas, as long as
GOD will be glo ri fied through the same!  Ex am ple:  Pray
that we may be found ‘faith ful’ unto the Au thor and Fin -
isher of the ‘faith’ unto our jour ney’s end: that lives might
be ‘born again’, Chris tians nur tured and ed i fied, for ‘open
doors’ for Evan ge lis tic Meet ings, Gos pel Tent Meet ings,
Bi ble Con fer ences, Chris tian Lit er a ture, etc.  Pray that pro -
vi sions and pro tec tion may be granted un til this ‘jour ney’
ends – both as a ‘Lu theran Free Move ment’ and ‘us’ as in di -
vid u als/fam i lies who are di rectly in volved as we seek to
‘oc cupy till HE co mes’!  Pray that ALL un der the un der
the BLOOD of the cru ci fied & risen ONE – that HE Might
Be Glo ri fied!!!  Thank YOU and may God con tinue to
Bless YOU and make YOU a Bless ing!
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Think of three things - whence

you came, where you are going,

and to Whom you must give an

account.

 Benjamin Frank lin



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Proven Science does not Contradict the
Bible

“Terry Mortenson, Ph.D., in the His tory of Ge ol ogy
from Coven try Uni ver sity in Eng land, says there is no
sci en tific fact that con tra dicts the Bi ble.  Dr. Mortenson
is on the staff of the Cre ation mu seum in Kentucky, and in
a video re corded in ter view with me on June 23, 2009, he
said, ‘I have stud ied a lot of ar gu ments from evo lu tion ists;
I have had sev eral for mal de bates with evo lu tion ary pro -
fes sors at uni ver si ties, and I have never heard or read any
sci en tific fact that con tra dicts what the Bi ble says.  There
are evo lu tion ist’s in ter pre ta tions of the facts, but the facts
them selves are not con trary to Scrip ture.’  In a blog en ti -
tled ‘Or i gins Views and the As sem blies of God,’ dated
De cem ber 11, 2010, Dr. Mortenson wrote: ‘Sci ence has
not found a liv ing cell spon ta ne ously evolv ing into ex is -
tence by chance from non-liv ing mat ter, as evo lu tion ists
claimed has hap pened 3.5 bil lion years ago.  Sci ence has
not found tran si tional forms be tween dif fer ent kinds of
plants and an i mals, ei ther liv ing or in the fos sil re cords, to
sup port evo lu tion ists’ claims that all life is de scended
from a com mon an ces tor – the first liv ing cell.  And sci -
ence has not found mil lions of years of time in the rocks or 
a gas cloud col laps ing to form a star.  None of these things
have ever been ob served by any sci en tist, so they are not
find ings of sci ence.  Rather, evo lu tion ary sci en tists us ing
anti-bib li cal (nat u ral is tic and uniformitarian) as sump tions 
and imag i na tion have in ter preted some of the ob ser va -
tions of the nat u ral world (while ig nor ing other ob ser va -
tions) to in vent a story about the past that con tra dicts the
time-tested, his tor i cally or tho dox and exegetically sound
in ter pre ta tions of God’s inerrant Word.  It is not a con flict
be tween the ‘finds of sci ence’ and ‘tra di tional in ter pre ta -
tions’ of the Bi ble.  It is rather the con flict be tween the
athe is tic and de is tic in ter pre ta tions of God’s cre ation by
peo ple who are sup press ing the truth in un righ teous ness
(Romans 1:18-20) ver sus the sound in ter pre ta tion of
God’s Word by godly leaders and pastors in the church
down through history.”

Friday Church News Notes via Christian News

Two Thousand-Plus Chaplains Saying
“No” to Pentagon

De spite a re cent Pen ta gon di rec tive, a co ali tion of
chap lain endorsers that rep re sents more that 2,000 mil i -
tary min is ters has pledged not to per form same-sex “wed -

ding” cer e mo nies un der any circumstances.  
Mem bers of the chap lain Al li ance for Re li gious Lib -

erty are con cerned about the mem o ran dum is sued by the
Pen ta gon Sep tem ber 30 that au tho rizes mil i tary chap lains
to per form same-sex “mar riage” cer e mo nies and mil i tary
cha pel fa cil i ties to be used for “any private ceremony.”

Col o nel Ron Crews (USA-Ret.), who served as a
chap lain for 28 years, is ex ec u tive di rec tor of the Al li ance.  
He says his co ali tion is join ing the Cath o lic Arch di o cese
for Mil i tary Ser vices to say “no” to the directive.

“They made a very strong state ment say ing that no
Cath o lic chap lains serv ing in the mil i tary will par tic i pate
in any same-sex cer e mo nies at any cha pels.  We ap pre ci -
ate that strong stand,” he shares.  “So we just wanted to let
the De part ment of De fense know that it’s not only the
Cath o lic chap lains, but that some 2,000 chap lains who
come from evan gel i cal back grounds are say ing our chap -
lains will not par tic i pate in same-sex ceremonies in the
military.”

Crews says the Al li ance is once again call ing on Con -
gress to en act a right of con science clause in the re vised
code to en sure that no Amer i can ser vice mem bers are
forced to deny what the Bi ble says about ho mo sex u al ity.

OneNewsNow.com

AARP Advocating Homosexual Agenda
With Your Money

AARP uses mem ber re sources to ad vo cate same-sex
mar riage and pro-ho mo sex ual mil i tary policy.

Page 38 of the July/Au gust AARP Bul le tin con tained
an ar ti cle en ti tled “Pride is Age less” which an nounced
AARP’s plans for ad vo cacy ef forts in the Les bian, Gay,
Bi sex ual and Transgender (LGBT) arena.” 

The ar ti cle stated, “AARP has cre ated a new on line
home for the older les bian, gay bi sex ual and transgender 
com mu nity.”  The page links to news sto ries on such hot
top ics as same-sex mar riage, gay adop tion and the re peal
of the mil i tary’s ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ pol icy, as well as ar -
ti cles on per sonal fi nance, travel and other is sues of in ter -
est.  In ad di tion, the site clar i fies AARP’s po si tions and
ad vo cacy efforts in the LGBT arena …

AARP mem bers who would like to can cel their mem -
ber ship and re ceive a re fund for their un used mem ber ship
time may do so by [con tact ing the or ga ni za tion.]

American Family Association
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McGuffey Reader 

If you can in duce a com mu nity to doubt the gen u ine -
ness and au then tic ity of the Scrip tures; to ques tion the re -
al ity and ob li ga tion of re li gion; to hes i tate, un de cided
whether there be any such thing as vir tue or vice, whether
there be an ex ter nal state of ret ri bu tion be yond the grave,
or whether there ex ists any such be ing as God – you have
bro ken down the bar ri ers of moral vir tue and hoisted the
flood gates of immorality and crime.

I need not say that when a peo ple have once done this,
they can no lon ger ex ist as a tran quil and happy peo ple. 
Ev ery bond that holds so ci ety to gether would be rup tured; 
fraud and treach ery would take the place of con fi dence be -
tween man and man; the tri bu nals would be scenes of brib -
ery and in jus tice; av a rice, per jury, am bi tion and re venge
would walk through the land and ren der it more like the
dwell ing of sav age beasts than the tran quil abode of civ i -
lized and Christianitized men.

McGuffey Reader, 1854

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Behold, we count them happy which
endure.”  James 5:11

To en dure is to keep on and to hold out.  Let us think of 
what it will mean to oth ers when we en dure hard ship, tri -
als and test ing for the Lord’s sake.

In a large Amer ica city there lived a poor, blind,
bed-rid den [black] lady whom ev ery one called “Poor
Betty.”  Among those who came to visit her was a
well-to-do busi ness man who loved Je sus.  One day the
busi ness man brought a friend along to see “Poor Betty.”

“So, you are still alive, Betty,” the busi ness man said
as he en tered the room with his friend.  “Yes, praise the
Lord, I’m still liv ing.”  “But,” con tin ued the busi ness man, 
“what do you think is God’s rea son for per mit ting you to
live here so long, poor, sick and blind.  It would be better
for you to be in heaven, would it not?

“Don’t you un der stand?” asked Betty in sur prise. 
“There are two things we need to do in life.  One is to pray; 
the other is to work.  God wants me to live and to pray for
oth ers.  He al lows you to live and to work for oth ers.  But
your gifts would not be as great a bless ing if it were not for 
“Poor Betty’s prayers.”

Are you an en dur ing saint?  As you en dure, re mem ber
you, too, are do ing God’s work.

Dear Lord Je sus, help us to en dure so that our tes ti -
mony will be a bless ing to oth ers.  And help our en dur ance 
to strengthen the weak Chris tians.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

My God how won der ful Thou art,
The ev er last ing Friend!
On Thee I stay my trust ing heart,
Till faith in vi sion end.

Taken from ‘Altar Steps’ by Pastor R. P. Haakonson

Ed i tor’s Note:  IN this ‘team work min is try’ ‘we’ care
about one an other and by the GRACE of GOD want to be
found ‘faith ful’ unto HIM, un til He calls ‘us’  Home! 
‘We’ are ask ing YOU to stand with ‘us’!   

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before her shearers is

dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.”  
Is. 53:7

Sheep are pa tient an i mals even when they have to suf -
fer.  That is why our Sav iour was com pared to a lamb.  He
did not pro test against suf fer ing when He died on the
Cross, but bore pain and an guish pa tiently, with out
murmuring.

One sum mer day some trav el ers stood out side of a
church in Ger many, while one went to get the key to the
church.  Just then they no ticed a lamb made of stone on the 
wall of the church.  They asked an old woman who was
pass ing by what the stone lamb meant.  She said, “Many
years ago a man was work ing where you see the lamb. 
The rope sud denly broke and the man came tum bling
down.  Just there a lamb was eat ing grass, and the man fell
with his full weight on the lamb.  It was killed, but the man 
was un hurt.  He was so grate ful that he made a lamb out of
stone and placed it upon the wall as a memorial.”

Je sus was bruised for our sins.  Live for Him to day
and show your grat i tude for His sac ri fice.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee for Thy sac ri fice for
our sins.  Give us grate ful hearts with which to praise Thee 
as we ought.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen 

Lamb of God most holly!  Who on the cross didst suf fer,

Pa tient still and lowly, Thy self to scorn didst of fer;

Out sins by Thee were taken, Or hope had us for saken;

Have mercy on us, O Je sus!

“Altar Steps” by Pastor R. P. Haakonson
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Freedom And True Holiness
But the free dom of the con science from the Law is

also nec es sary for true sanc ti fi ca tion, and that we might
be able to do deeds truly good and pleas ing to God.  Oh,
that God would open the hearts of many to this truth,
which is such fool ish ness to the blind rea son!  The apos tle
says ex pressly: “Where fore, my breth ren ye also were
made dead to the law …that ye might bring forth fruit unto 
God” (Rom. 7:4).   And again, “But now we have been dis -
charged from the law, hav ing died to that wherein we were 
held; so that we serve in new ness of the spirit, and not in
the old ness of the let ter” (6).  And in the same way the
apos tle speaks in Gal. 2:19: “For I through the law died
unto the law, that I might live unto God.”  Note, how ever,
that the apos tle hereby ex pressly de clares that we can not
live unto God, can not bring forth fruit unto God, un less
we first are dead unto the Law.  Con sider here but two cir -
cum stances.  First that which is taught by ex pe ri ence: As
long as a soul is not de liv ered from the spirit of thrall dom,
but la bors at his pi ety with his eye on him self and on the
Law and looks upon God as One who de mands some thing
of him, then all is dead, heavy, and list less in the heart, and 
with all res o lu tions there co mes no power, no ac com plish -
ment, noth ing but thoughts and words and a few out ward
ob ser vances, which are not too dif fi cult for the nat u ral
self.  Fur ther, if the Law also at tacks the heart and the in -
ner cor rup tion, this be comes dou bly stirred up and ir ri -
tated as the apos tle says: “When the com mand ment came,
sin re vived,” and “wrought in me … all man ner of cov et -
ing,”and so forth (Rom. 7:7-11).  Oh, how many an -
guished bond ser vants sign un der this ex pe ri ence and
can not com pre hend where the mis take lies!  They hear
and read the Word of God, they cry out and pray, they go
to the Lord’s Sup per, and all is in vain, all is death and
pow er less ness; only sin is alive and mighty.  Oh, that they
would hear!  Oh, that they would bow their ears to the wis -
dom of God!  Then would their peace be as a river, and
their righ teous ness as the waves of the sea (Is. 48:18); then 
would they know a new heavenly desire and power in
their hearts.  

What you lack is this: You were never truly de liv ered
from the yoke of bond age, you never truly tasted what the
true faith means, never be came truly blessed in pure un -
mer ited grace.  Oh, that you would re ceive that light which 
one brother can not give to the other but which is a rev e la -
tion of God in the soul, a heav enly gift, which so sets forth
Je sus that you would see the un speak able grace in which
the Heav enly Fa ther, for those com mand ments you are
slav ing, has had such mercy upon us, as to de liver up His

Son to ful fill for us all that the Law can de mand of us. 
Then you would see that for you, too, He has al ready ful -
filled all that which you are work ing at, and that God has
no other pur pose with His Law than to ex haust and slay
your self-righ teous ness, be cause He never has thought
that you would be able to do any thing but sin (Rom. 3:12,
19).  And you would also see that God through the pro pi ti -
a tion for our sins is mer ci ful to all your in iq ui ties, loves
you just as you are, and has Him self taken away all your
sins and in scribed your name in heaven, just as you are, all 
for the sake of Christ, your Brother and Mediator!

If you saw all this in the light of the Spirit, and saw
how the heav enly Fa ther never counts on you, but has His
sat is fac tion in His be loved Son, for whose sake He never,
never looks upon your sins; yes, if you saw, how in the
midst of your deep est de spon dency be cause of sin you are
beau te ous and lovely in the eyes of God, through Christ,
just as you are -if you saw this in the light of the Spirit,
ver ily, you would weep for love, and leap for joy, and ev -
ery thing which hith erto has been al to gether too dif fi cult
and im pos si ble for you would be come light and pleas ant. 
What was it that caused the mar tyrs to go joy fully to the
stake, Vincentius, his body in tor ments, to call the glow ing 
coals roses, frail women to say that they had never gone
with such joy to their dances as now to the stake?  Noth ing
else than that they were filled with the un speak ably great
grace that the Son of God was their Brother and that they
through Him were friends of God and the de sire of His
eyes.  This is what Scrip ture ex pressly says” “The joy of
Je ho vah is your strength” (Neh. 8:10); and again: “I will
run the way of thy Com mand ments, when thou shalt
enlarge my heart” (Ps. 119:32).

This is the first point as to the con di tion, or state, of
the be liever, tell ing us that we must be freed from the Law
to be able to bring forth fruits unto God.  The sec ond point
is, that even if you could do much more good than all be -
liev ers, not a sin gle one of your deeds is pleas ing to God as 
long as they do not spring from this evan gel i cal faith and
love.   As long as the Law rules in the con science, it spoils
ev ery thing you do.  You, per haps, do ex actly the same
deeds as the be liev ing and de liv ered soul; but there is an
ugly black stain on your deeds which makes them even re -
pul sive in the eyes of God.  This black stain con sists in this 
one thing, that you do the good for the sake of the Law and
not of the heart’s own free de sire and love, that you do the
good be cause of com mand ments, threats and prom ises
and not of an in ward urge, of free in cli na tion and de sire –
just as it puts an ugly black stain upon a child’s kind ness to 
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its mother, if the child was forced to it by the rod of its fa -
ther or was pre vailed upon by an en tic ing prom ise while of 
course the child ought to have  shown this kind ness from
its own heart’s feel ing for its mother.  Now it is ev i dent
from all the Word of God that the Lord God will not have
any forced ser vices.  What He de sires is the heart, its love
and devotion.

A mar ried man who re ally loves his wife is not sat is -
fied with the mere ser vices he re ceives from her.  He
would first of all have her love.  And if he dis cov ers that
for the sake of his prop erty she only feigns love for him,
but in re al ity does not love him, then all her kind ness will
only be an abom i na tion to him, and sim ply kin dle his
wrath.  So with God.  Be fore His eyes all that pi ety and
god li ness is re pug nant and re jected which is prac ticed
only be cause we “shall,” we “ought,” we “must,” that is,
prac ticed only from a le gal is tic mo tive, and which does
not flow forth from a lib er ated, blessed, and grate ful spirit, 
from the love of the bride which says” Now I do not so
much as pick up a straw in or der to merit sal va tion and the
friend ship of God, or to atone for my guilt; for my Bride -
groom of blood has done all this dur ing the thirty years
that He was a bond ser vant un der the Law for me, and fi -
nally suf fered the bloody death of the Cross.  But what lit -
tle I do, I do be cause I do not need to do any thing for my
par don; only be cause He has done all for me, and is ev ery
day and ev ery mo ment my only righ teous ness be fore God; 
only be cause I now am in such a king dom of grace that all
my sins shall never be reck oned against me, that I shall
never be judged ac cord ing to the Law.  This lib erty it is
that moves me so ar dently and gladly to do and to suf fer
what my God wills, since He has taken away from me the
can ker ous anx i eties of my heart over sin and Law.  Yes,
since He has taken upon Him self the great, heavy bur den,
the mat ter of my sal va tion, I will very will ingly take upon
me some of these lighter bur dens-for sake the world and
sin; sub due my flesh, and serve my neigh bor in love, with
deeds, with words, and with pa tience; give the hun gry
bread; the home less hos pi tal ity; visit some one in sick ness 
and some pris oner, for give some en emy and have pa tience 
with some trou ble some fel low-be ing or some hard call ing
in life.  Since my Lord has been so gra cious as to be
pleased with such lit tle mat ters, it seems al most like a par -
a dise to me that I may do the faith ful, dear Lord some ser -
vice pleas ing to Him.  All this my heart loves to do,
be cause of His ex ceed ing good ness and in sti tut ing this
king dom of grace, so that no sin is reck oned against me
and I shall never be judged according to the Law.

“The Believer Free From The Law” by C. O. Rosenius
Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc. 

To be con tin ued in the next is sue of Morn ing Glory

Continue 
“But con tinue thou in the things which thou hast 

learned and hast been as sured of, know ing of
whom thou hast learned them.”  2 Tim o thy 3:14

This en cour ag ing ex hor ta tion by the apos tle Paul is in
the midst of a most dis cour ag ing pro phetic warn ing of
things to come.  “In the last days,” he said, “per il ous
times shall come” (v. 1).  We may very well be en ter ing
those very times, and, in any case, we do well to be alert
for the signs of those times.  The dole ful de scrip tion that
fol lows seems to be a very ac cu rate pic ture of the be liefs
and prac tices of mod ern sec u lar hu man ists, in clud ing
those re li gion ists who have “a form of god li ness,” but
deny “the power thereof” (v. 5). (Ed. Em pha sis mine).

More over, there is lit tle pros pect that the sit u a tion will 
get better, for “evil men and se duc ers shall wax worse and
worse, de ceiv ing, and be ing de ceived,” and “all that will
live godly in Christ Je sus shall suf fer per se cu tion” (vv.
13,12).  Should we, there fore, trem ble and flee, or per haps 
com pro mise, or even sur ren der to such pow er ful and
persuasive deceivers?

No, we should con tinue!  Just keep on be liev ing and
obey ing God’s Word.  Even in the dark last days, the
“Holy Scrip tures” are still able to make a man “wise unto
sal va tion through faith which is in Christ Je sus” (v. 15). 
Since they are all “given by in spi ra tion of God,” they are
still just as pow er ful and just as prof it able for ev ery need,
“that the man of God may be per fect” (that is, ready for
what ever co mes) and fully equipped “unto all good
works” (vv. 16-17).

Paul him self set an in spir ing ex am ple of “pa tient con -
tin u ance in well do ing” (Romans 2:7) un der con di tions of
great trial.  Await ing ex e cu tion in a ro man dun geon even
as he wrote, he still re quested his books and parch ments (2 
Tim o thy 4:13), that he might con tinue to study and pre -
pare him self.  May God en able us also to con tinue, to re -
main, to abide, and to stand in His truth in these last days.  
HMM

Taken from “Days of Praise” by In sti tute for Cre ation
Re search Copy right – 2011, Per mis sion granted
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It there is one thing which pierces the
Saviour’s heart with unutterable grief, it is 
not the world’s iniquity but the church’s

indifference.  

F. B. Meyer



It Will Pay You To Do Right!
By John R. Rice

We raised fine horses in West Texas, and one time my
fa ther said to me,   “Son, if you want to sell a young horse
that has not yet reached ma tu rity but prom ises to be a fine
horse, you will have to sell it to an older man.  A young fel -
low does n’t have time to wait.  If you have a nine – or – ten 
year old horse, sell him to a boy; but if you have a colt that
is go ing to be a fine horse a bit later, sell him to an older
man.  He has time to wait.”

It is an other way of say ing that youth is not very sen si -
ble.  It sac ri fices the fu ture on the al tar of the pres ent.  It
sac ri fices the per ma nent for the in ci den tal and tem po rary. 
Bless is the fel low who takes a long look at things and
does them so they will turn out right tomorrow.

It is al ways true that sin of fers plea sure to day for
heart break to mor row.  Sin of fers drunk en ness to day, but at 
the last it bites like a ser pent and stings like an ad der (Prov. 
23:32).  Sin first brings laugh ter and pop u lar ity, but when
it is fin ished, it brings forth death (Jas. 1:15).

Chris tians should think about the pay day com ing for
do ing right.  It al ways pays to do right in the long run.

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Songs in the Night!
C. H. Spurgeon once heard that in a cer tain part of

Eng land one could hear night in gales sing more beau ti -
fully than any where else.  He jour neyed there to hear for
him self.

He se cured a room in the inn and was told, “As it be -
gins to get dark, look out on the thorn bush.  You will see
the night in gale.  You will hear his song.”

But to ward eve ning it turned cold and started to rain. 
Spurgeon de spaired.  Sud denly, he heard the beau ti ful
thrill ing song of the night in gale, clear and sweet.

He looked out the win dow.  There, perched in the
thorn bush with a cold rain pelt ing down, the lit tle bird
was lift ing its voice in a truly beau ti ful song.

He said, “It was so sweet and so beau ti ful that I do not
ex pect to hear any thing so thrill ing un til I hear the an gels
sing.”  Then he mused, “The God of the night in gale is the
God whom I serve.  In spite of dark ness, cold, rain or
thorns – He can also give me songs in the night.”

Capital Voice

Ed i tor’s Note:  “Sing praise to the LORD, you saints of
His, And give thanks at the re mem brance of His holy

name.  For His an ger is but for a mo ment, His fa vor is for
life; Weep ing may en dure for a night, But joy co mes in the
morn ing.”  Psalm 30:4-5.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“But when the king came in to behold the
guests, he saw there a man who had not on

a wedding garment.”  Matthew 22:11

IN this par a ble Je sus tells us that God is pre par ing an
eter nal wed ding feast and that he is send ing out in vi ta tions 
to all the peo ple of earth, but that most of them do not care
about the in vi ta tion.

But the most se ri ous thing in the whole par a ble is con -
tained in our verse.

Among the few who ac cepted the in vi ta tion was one
who was sub se quently cast out.  He did not have on a wed -
ding gar ment.

To us this sounds harsh and un rea son able.  But to an
Ori en tal ev ery thing would be clear.  At royal fes ti vals it
was the cus tom that all the guests re ceived a fes tive gar -
ment as they ar rived.  It was an in sult to the prince not to
put on the princely gar ment   pro vided for the guests at his
festival.

That was what this man did.  He de spised the gift as
well as the wishes of the prince.  There fore things went as
they did.  

To day Je sus would warn us who have ac cepted the in -
vi ta tion and started out upon the way to the eter nal wed -
ding feast.  He bids us prove our selves, whether or not we
have on the wed ding garment.

Will you heed the warn ing of Je sus to day?  Do you de -
sire to know the truth about your self, whether you are a
Chris tian in truth or only in name?

The poor man in the text kept si lence.  You would per -
haps speak, and say: 

“But I am con verted.  Do you not re mem ber that they
prayed for me at that af ter-meet ing?  And since that time I
have of course been a Chris tian.  Ev ery body has con fi -
dence in me.  I sing; I pray at the prayer meet ings; I
testify.”

Sup pose that the King should say: “I know all that. 
But I do not know you.  You make use of my grace to ex -
cuse your sins.  You do not give me an op por tu nity to
speak out to you about your most cher ished sin ful de sires.  
You  have a name that you are spir i tu ally alive, but you are 
dead.”

Taken from God’s Word For Today by O. Hallesby
Copyright 1937, Special Permission granted by

Augsburg Publishing
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Rome’s Attempt to 
Exterminate Christianity 

His tory re minds us that dur ing the most in tense times
of per se cu tion, un told thou sands lost their lives. Around
the turn of the first cen tury, Pliny the Sec ond, a Ro man
nat u ral ist and writer, “see ing the la men ta ble slaugh ter of
Chris tians, and moved there with to pity, wrote to [Ro man
Em peror] Trajan, cer ti fy ing him that there were many
thousands of them daily put to death, of which none did
any thing con trary to the Ro man laws wor thy of per se cu -
tion.” 

Af ter Trajan, Adrian bru tally per se cuted Chris tians
with the same ve he mence. In this new round of per se cu -
tion, such in flu en tial Chris tian lead ers as Al ex an der,
bishop of Rome; his two dea cons; many prom i nent Chris -
tians and their fam i lies; and at least 10,000 oth ers were put 
to death. 

A time in fa mously re ferred to as the Era of the Mar -
tyrs was in cited by Galerius, Em peror Diocletian’s
adopted son. Pro voked by his pa gan mother, he con tin u -
ously badg ered Diocletian to be gin a ma jor per se cu tion of
Chris tians. Diocletian fi nally yielded; and Feb ru ary 23,
303, was de clared Terminalia: a day the pa gan world
hoped to ex ter mi nate Chris tian ity. 

Churches were stormed and sa cred books seized and
thrown onto fires. Not con tent with merely burn ing the
books, Diocletian and Galerius had a church lev eled, or -
dered the same for all other churches in the em pire, and
de clared Chris tians out laws. As a re sult, “All the Chris -
tians were ap pre hended and im pris oned; and Galerius pri -
vately or dered the im pe rial pal ace to be set on fire, that the 
Chris tians might be charged as the in cen di ar ies and a
plau si ble pre tence given for car ry ing on the per se cu tion
with the greater severities.” 

En tire house holds were burned in their homes. Oth ers
were chased from their houses, tied to gether with stones
fas tened around their necks, and driven into the sea. In
some cases, whole vil lages were slaugh tered and burned
be cause the in hab it ants re fused to re nounce their faith in
Christ. 

Wrote John Foxe: “The per se cu tion be came gen eral in 
all the Ro man prov inces, but more par tic u larly in the east;
and as it lasted ten years, it is im pos si ble to as cer tain the
num bers mar tyred, or to enu mer ate the var i ous modes of
mar tyr dom.” 

Not even the Ro man mil i tary was im mune to per se cu -
tion. A re mark able ac count of cour age is re corded about
the Theban Le gion, com posed en tirely of Chris tians.

Maximian or dered a pa gan sac ri fice re quir ing the le gion
not only to par tic i pate but also take an oath of al le giance
swear ing to erad i cate Chris tian ity from Gaul. The en tire
le gion re fused and so en raged Maximian that he or dered
ev ery tenth man killed. When the re main ing 90 per cent
still re fused to com ply with the or der, ev ery tenth man
again was killed. When those still stand ing re fused to re -
cant, Maximian, in a fit of rage, or dered all sur viv ing
5,400 sol diers ex e cuted. The sen tence was car ried out by
other troops who hacked the Chris tians to pieces with their 
swords. 

In the fi nal verses of He brews 11, the au thor re -
counted peo ple of faith who braved al most ev ery con ceiv -
able abuse. Sum ma riz ing, he said they “ob tained a good
tes ti mony through faith,” dem on strat ing fear less ness de -
spite in tense per se cu tion (Heb. 11:39-40). He con tin ued:
“Since we are sur rounded by so great a cloud of wit nesses, 
let us lay aside ev ery weight, and the sin which so eas ily
en snares us, and let us run with en dur ance the race that is
set be fore us” (12:1). 

The wit nesses are those who were per se cuted, as cited 
in the pre vi ous chap ter. They are wit nesses to us, pro vid -
ing an un swerv ing tes ti mony of cour age, en dur ance, and
faith in the face of the ul ti mate trial. 

There is no way to as cer tain how many hun dreds of
thou sands have per ished for their faith in Christ through
the cen tu ries of church his tory.  Nor is there space here to
re hearse the myr iad per verse meth ods used to tor ture and
kill them. What seems ob vi ous, how ever, is that these
Chris tian mar tyrs took to heart the words of Je sus Christ
who warned, “And do not fear those who kill the body but
can not kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to de -
stroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt. 10:28). 

In this age of po lit i cal cor rect ness, the words of
Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, should en cour age be liev ers
not to fear men but to fear God alone. Con demned as a
Chris tian and trans ported to Rome for ex e cu tion, he de -
clared, “I care for noth ing, of vis i ble or in vis i ble things, so 
that I may but win Christ. Let fire and the cross, let the
com pa nies of wild beasts, let break ing of bones and tear -
ing of limbs, let the grind ing of the whole body, and all the
mal ice of the devil, come upon me; be it so, only may I
win Christ Je sus!” 

By Charles E. McCracken
Friends of Israel, January/February 2008
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LOVE

“We love Him be cause He first loved us.”
“whom hav ing not seen you love.  Though now you 

do not see Him, yet be liev ing, you re joice with joy in ex -
press ible and full of glory, re ceiv ing the end of your
faith - the sal va tion of your souls.”  1 John 4:19 & 1
Pe ter 1:8-9.

WHAT is LOVE?   Well it is def i nitely more than a
‘warm fuzzy feel ing’ OR goose pim ples run ning up
and down your spine!  In my opin ion it is com mit ment, 
ded i ca tion, de vo tion, loy alty, in volve ment, etc.

I be lieve that most of the faith ful ‘read ers’ of
Morn ing Glory are in love with Some one whom they
have not yet seen; which is a mir a cle in it self!  AND
HE says that if we love HIM we will obey/keep HIS
Com mand ments!

For ex am ple: ‘Give and it shall be given unto you’!
Now for an un saved per son to give to a ‘Chris tian

cause’ is not rea son able to them, BECAUSE eter nity
is not ‘real’ to them!  YET God says, He loves a
‘cheer ful giver’.  So from that Bib li cal view ‘we’ are
de pend ent upon God’s chil dren to sup port God’s Work 
and the more HEAVEN and Eter nity are real to ‘us’ the 
more cheer fully and will ingly ‘we’ will re turn unto
HIM to fur ther His King dom’s Work ac cord ingly what
HE has en trusted unto each of us.

Is n’t it in ter est ing that love for Him is the mo ti va -
tor and ‘faith’ is not only a noun, but an ‘ac tion’ also.  
“Through the LORD’S mer cies we are not con sumed,
Be cause His com pas sions fail not.  They are new ev ery
morn ing; Great is Your faith ful ness.  The LORD is my
por tion, says my soul, ‘There fore I hope in Him!’”
Lam en ta tions 3:22-24.  Have you stopped and
‘thanked HIM’ for HIS many bless ings in your life to -
day; not only for the ‘gifts’, but for the  GIVER
HIMSELF?  YES, let ‘us’ con tinue to give thanks to
our God for the bless ings, pro tec tion and grace He has
show ered upon ‘us’, and let ‘us’ sup port His Work in
and through the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion/Morn ing Glory and keep trust ing in His un break -
able prom ises as we face all ‘our’ to mor rows.  Brother
and Sis ter in Christ, ‘we’ are in this bat tle/strug gle
TOGETHER!  United ‘we’ will stand ‘to gether’ (this
min is try) and di vided ‘we’ will fall.  ‘We’ con tinue to
urge you to ex press en cour age ment, prayer and fi nan -
cial sup port.  When ‘we’ love Him ‘we’ want to do
what HE lays upon ‘our’ hearts. 

1 John 3:1-2, 1 Co rin thi ans 15:57-58, Acts 12:5 

COMING - Lord will ing

Hauge Spring Bible Con fer ence
at

Mt. Sion Lu theran Church, 

Kasson, MN

March 16 - 18, 2012

Please Pray for and Plan NOW to At tend

November in come for Morn ing Glory is app.
$3,335.60

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and send ing each is -
sue (monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,300
plus con sid er able other ex penses.  


